2. ELIGIBILITY FOR CONTRACTS
2.1 The nationality rule
Participation in tender procedures administered by the Beneficiary is open on equal terms to all
natural and legal persons of the Member States and the States and territories of regions expressly
covered and/or allowed by the Financial Regulation, the basic legislation or other instruments
governing the aid programme under which the grant is being financed. Tenderers must state, in the
tender, the country of which they are nationals by presenting the usual proof of nationality under their
national legislation.
This rule does not apply to the experts proposed by service providers taking part in tender procedures
or service contracts financed by the grant.
2.2 The rule of origin
If the basic act or the other instruments applicable to the programme under which the grant is financed
contain rules of origin for supplies acquired by the Beneficiary in the context of the grant, the tenderer
must state the origin of supplies. For the purpose of this annex, the term "origin" is defined in articles
23 and 24 of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 of 12 October 1992 establishing the Community
Customs Code and other Community legislation governing non-preferential origin. Contractors must
present proof of origin to the Beneficiary no later than when the first invoice is presented, for
equipments and vehicles of a unit cost on purchase of more than € 5 000. The certificate of origin
must be made out by the competent authorities of the country of origin of the supplies and must
comply with the rules laid down by the relevant Community legislation.
Where the basic act or other instruments applicable to the programme under which the grant is
financed do not contain rules of origin for supplies acquired by the Beneficiary in the context of the
grant, the origin of those supplies is free and no certificate of origin is required.
2.3 Exceptions to the rules on nationality and origin
Where an agreement on widening the market for procurement of goods or services applies, the
procurement contracts must also be open to nationals of other countries under the conditions laid
down in that agreement.
In addition, in duly substantiated exceptional cases, the Commission may allow nationals of countries
other than those referred to in section 0 to tender for contracts (or supplies of goods originating in
such countries) on the basis of the specific conditions laid down in the basic act or other instrument
governing the programme under which the grant is financed.
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